LONGDENDALE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
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Medical  Officers  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1963 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
District  Council 


(4 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  iF&p&fx  on  the  hearth  of 
Longdendale  for  1963.  In  the  first  part  of  this  report  will  be  found  v/hat 
are  still  called  the  vital  statistics.  These  are  figures  relating  to 
births,  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  deaths.  Of  themselves,  looked  at 
in  isolation,  they  mean  very  little,  but  properly  used  these  statistics  do 
provide  us  with  a  rough  form  of  yardstick  by  which  we  can  assess  the  health 
of  our  community.  In  looking  at  these  annual  figures  it  is  important  to 
realise  that  they  are  for  one  year  only.  In  a  small  population  these 
figures  can  fluctuate  violently  from  one  year  to  another,  the  fluctuations 
being  due  to  nothing  but  chance.  True  comparisons  with  the  country  as  a  whole 
can  only  be  achieved  by  taking  an  average  figure  for  a  period  of  at  least 
five  consecutive  years  and  I  hope  in  subsequent  reports  to  provide 
comparisons  that  will  be  based  on  five  or  even  ten  year  averages. 


Of  the  ten  deaths  between  the  ages  of  25  and  6 5  registered  during  1963 
eight  were  male  deaths.  Thus  in  this  small  example  there  can  be  read  the 
same  tale  that  is  true  throughout  the  country.  It  is  the  men,  the  bread¬ 
winners,  who  contribute  the  lions  share  of  untimely  deaths.  Something  is 
wrong  in  our  masculine  way  of  lifej  somewhere  in  our  pattern  of  daily 
living  we  males  are  asking  for  trouble  -  and  we  are  getting  it.  One  day, 
when  enough  of  the  facts  have  been  fed  into  some  mamadtii  computer  we  will 
by  merely  pressing  a  button  be  able  to  allot  its  particular  degree  of  risk 
to  each  social  custom  and  to  each  habit  of  daily  living.  Till  then  the 
one  habit  that  has  emerged  as  being  of  major  significance  is  that  of  smoking  $ 
to  the  increase  of  this  habit  more  than  to  any  other  single  fact  must  be 
f  attributed  the  fact  that  the  breadwinners  expectation  of  life  has  ceased  to 
improve  and  is,  in  fact,  moving  in  the  wrong  direction.  The  triumphs 
of  control  over  the  great  killers  of  the  past,  ie.  the  infectious  diseases, 
are  now  being  nullified  by  the  relentless  advance  of  tobacco  addiction.  By 
far  the  greater  part  of  untimely  deaths  from  bronchitis,  lung  cancer  and 
coronary  thrombosis  are  due  to  the  cigarette,  which  in  the  life  of  the  bread¬ 
winner  now  takes  its  notorius  place  as  the  greatest  killer  of  our  age.  The 
chance  of  an  individual  smoker  reaching  the  age  of  65  is  only  half  that  of 
his  or  her  non-smoking  fellow.  The  risk  of  sustaining  a  coronary  thrombosis 
in  the  40’ s  or  is  four  to  six  times  greater  in  men  who  smoke  heavily 

and. inhale  than  it  is  in  their  non-smoking  colleagues.  Here  indeed  is  one 
field  of  preventive  medicine  in  which  urgent  and  effective  action  could  reap 
an  immense  reward. 


Brucellosis,  a  temperamental  illness  that  can  vary  from  very  mild  to  very 
severe  was  diagnosed  during  the  year  in  a  young  Longdendale  citizen  5  his 
infection  came  from  drinking  raw  milk,  and  it  must  be  stressed  that  every 
consumer  of  raw  milk  runs  this  risk.  Freedom  from  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacillus  does  not  mean  freedom  from  the  germ  of  brucellosis.  Present 
legislation  is  inadequate  for  the  control  of  this  wide-spread  bovine  infection 
and  until  it  has  been  brought  under  control  in  our  milking  herds,  the  only 
advice  that  can  be  given  to  the  community  is  to  see  to  it  that  they  buy 
nothing  but  pasteurised  milk.  The  only  exception  to  this  rule  that  might 
be  pemittod  is  where  the  farmer  is  prepared  to  guarantee  that  all  cattle  kept 
on  his  farm  have  been  adequately  vaccinated  against  brucellosis.  Such 
vaccination  is  available  for  every  calf  that  is  born,  but  there  are  still 
many  breeders  of  cattle  who  do  not  bother  to  make  use  of  it.  The  consumer, 
who  after  all  has  to  foot  the  milk  bill,  should  insist  on  safe  milk.  If  we 
talk  money  even  the  deafest  farmer  will  begin  to  hear  and  take  action. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  must  record  the  fact  that  the  Longdendale  water 
supply,  although  excellent  in  all  other  respects  is  still  sadly  deficient 
in  fluoride.  In  a  recent  judgement  as  to  the  legality  of  fluoridation  in 
New  Zealand  given  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Tribunal  of  the  Commonwealth  it 
was  stated  by  their  Lordships  that  "as  a  matter  of  common  sense  there  was  but 
little  difference  for  the  relative  purposes  between  the  adjectives  "Pure" 
and  "Wholesome". "the  addition  of  fluoride  added  no  impurity  and  the  water 
remained  not  only  water,  but  pure  water 5  and  it  became  a  greatly  improved  and 
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still  natural  water  containing  no  foreign  elements".  This  judgement 
declared  that  the  addition  of  fluoride  is  legal  in  New  Zealand  teasing 
its  opinion  on  their  Lordships  acceptance  of  the  fact  that  water  with 
1  p.p.n.  of  fluoride  is  more  wholesome  than  water  that  is  deficient  in 
fluoride.  Thus  when  I  inform  the  Committee  that  the  water  supplied 
to  Longdendale  by  the  Manchester  Corporation  Waterworks  is  not  as  whole¬ 
some  as  it  should  be,  I  have  behind  me  the  considered  opinion  of  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council.  Dental  decay  and  its  attend¬ 
ant  suffering  is  on  the  increase  and  the  Committee  has  a  responsibility 
to  see  to  it  that  the  wholesome  water  Longdendale  needs  is  no  longer 
denied  it.  .  May  I  remind  the  Committee  that  not  one  of  the  anti¬ 
fluoridation  arguments  circulated  so  zealously  by  certain  people  has  ever 
been  substantiated  in  a  court  of  law.  Every  whit  •  of  this  frightening 
propaganda  can  be  shown  to  be  without  foundation.  Fluoridation  is  natural, 
safe  and  beneficial.  Its  continued  absence  is  a  major  tragedy,  the  effects 
of  which  will  be  reaped  for  years  to  come.  It  is  the  Councillors  of  today 
who  must  bear  the  responsibility. 

Dr.  Turner  moved  to  Huddersfield  in  1963  and  I  .am  sure  that  all  who  knew 
him  will  wish  him  well  in  his  new  post.  I  would  like  personally  to  thank 
the  Council  for  their  tolerant  and  friendly  reception  of  a  stranger  and  for 
their  keen  interest  in  all  matters  concerning  community  health. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  S.  DARLING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Longdendale  U.D.C. 


POPULATION 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  nid-1963  was  4? 770. 

BIRTHS 

There  were  89  live  births  during  1963.  Of  these  48  were  males  and  41 
females.  75 CJ°  were  born  in  Maternity  Homes  or  Hospitals  compared  with 

between  SO-'JOfo  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  18.7  per  1,000  compared  with  14.2  per  1,000 
in  1962.  When  adjusted  for  comparative  purposes  with  other  areas  the  birth 
rate  was  22.3  per  1,000  compared  with  1 8 . 2  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  no  still  births. 


DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1 963  was  60.  Of  these  23  were  males  and  37 
females.  The  Crude  Death  Rate  was  12.6  per  1,000  compared  with  15*5  per 
1  ,000  for  1962.  When  adjusted  for  comparative  purposes  with  other  areas 
the  Death  Rate  was  11.1,  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  during  1963  being 
12.2.  The  causes  of  death  we res- 
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INF  AIT T  MORTALITY” 


TWo  children  died  under  the  age  of  12  months,  the  causes  of  death  being 
misadventure  and  prematurity. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  22.5  per  1 ,000  births. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  deaths  occurred  as  a  result  of  pregnancy. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  figures  indicate  the  extent  to  which  all  types  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurred. 


Measles . 66 

Pneumonia . . .  1 

Tuberculosis .  1 

Erysipelas . 2 

Dysentery. .  7 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Specimens  obtained  from  patienlsby  family  practitioners  for  various 
bacteriological  tests  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Monsall 
Hospital,  Manchester.  Reports  upon  specimens  are  sent  to  the  patient's 
own  doctor  and  copies  are  forwarded  to  the  Health  Office. 

jmB.^RSULOSIS  Male  Female. 


Number  of  cases  on  the  register 

on  31.12.62  14  g 

Number  of  cases  added  to  register 

during  1 963  was  -j  _ 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  register 

during  1 963  was  2  _ 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  register  ... 

on  31.12.63  yy  y 

:  ;  '  I  •  . 

Services  administered  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  BABIES 

,  A  weekly  ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  following  the  School  NurseLs  session 
each  Tuesday  afternoon.  The  local  Domiciliary  Midwife  attends  for  the 
purpose  of  examination  of  expectant  mothers  who  wish  to  have  their  babies 
at  home.  .  The  afternoon  of  the  2nd  Monday  in  each  month  is  devoted  to 
immunisation  and  is  attended  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer.  Other 
immunisation  sessions  are  carried  out  as  the  need  arises. 

Child  Welfare  cessions  were  held  from  2p.m.  to  4p.m.  on  the  1st  and  3rd 
Thursday  of  each  month  through  the  year  -  a  local  Medical  Practitioner  and 
Health  Visitor  being  in  attendance. 


New  Cases 

70(47) 


-lotal  .attendances  Average  Attendances  Seen  by  Doctor 
1,173  (1  ,254)  49(52)  - 222  (244) 


V  -t  j  Tho J-  c  *  Ciinic  in  the  Methodist  Church  School,  Broadbottom,  is 

leld  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  afternoons  each  month.  A  local  Medical 
ract it loner  and  Health  Visitor  attend  to  give  advice  on  child  care  and  to 
carry  out  immunisation  treatments. 


New  Cases 

25(24) 


Total  Attendances 

"708  (6  27) 


Average  Attendances 

30  (26) 


Seen  by  Doctor 

"  123(181) 
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WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 


Supplies  of  these  commodities  are  available . during  Hollingworth  and 
Broadbottom  Clinic  Sessions. 

The  assistance  given  by  voluntary  helpers  in  the  clinics  in  this  work 
is  much  appreciated.  The  duties  undertaken  by  these  members  include 
weighing  of  children ,  keeping  of  records,  provision  of  tea  to  mothers,  and 
the  sale  of  infant  foods  and  other  nourishments  approved  by  the  Medical 
Officer. 

NURSING  IN  THE'  HOI  IE 

One  full-time  domiciliary  Nurse  attended  patients  in  Mottram  and 
Broadbottom. 

The  Hollingworth  district  is  served  by  a  Nurse  whose  duties  also  include 
cases  resident  in  Tintwistle  (Separate  figures  for  Hollingworth  residents  are 
not  readily  available). 

Nursing  requisites  are  stored  at  a  private  house  in  Broadbottom  and  at 
the  If.  &  C.W.  Centre  at  Hollingworth.  Requisites  such  as  back-rests,  bed- 
pans  etc.,  are  available  on  loan  from  the  stores  by  application  to  either 
of  these  nurses. 

HEALTH  VISITING 


One  Health  Visitor  supervises  the  welfare  of  infants,  young  children, 
expectant  mothers  and  nursing  mothers  by  paying  visits  to  their  homes  and 
attending  at  the  Clinics.  Visits  to  aged  and  infirm  persons  in  need  of 
attention  also  form  part  of  her  duties. 


Visits  paid  to  the  homes  in  Longdendale  and  Tintwistle  were  as  unders- 


Expectant 

Children 

School 

Re  Home 

Mental 

Aged 

Mothers 

Under  8 

Children 

Helps 

T.B. 

Cases  ' 

Persons 

Other 

177 

2,769 

71 

15 

42 

12 

813 

508 

(205) 

(2,569) 

(97) 

(12) 

(52) 

on 

(494) 

(472) 

Figures  in 

brackets 

indicate 

the  corresponding 

nunbers  in  the  previous  year. 

Municipal  Buildings, 

Greenfield  Street, 

HYDE. 

November,  1964. 


LONGDENDALE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1 963 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitted  my  fifth  Annual  Report,  on  a  year  which  has 
been  full  of  interest  and  changes  or  pending  changes. 

Despite  the  exceptionally  severe  winter  conditions  experienced  in  the 
early  part  of  1963d  satisfactory  progress  was  made  on  the  sewerage  scheme, 
the  formal  opening- ..of  the  Broadbottom  works,  which  virtually  completed  the 
Contractor's  work,  taking  place  on  3rd  August,  when  the  ceremony  was  performed 
by  Sir  Wesley  Huber ton. 

The  year  saw  the  first  tangible  signs  of  progress  on  the  Manchester 
Overspill  Development  within  the  Longdendale  District  in  the  form  of  commence¬ 
ment  on  roads  and  sewer  works.  Against  the  back-ground  of  this  proposed 
development  of  the  area  which  alone  provides  for  some  2,000  dwelling  units, 
came  the  threatened  closure  of  the  railway  line  serving  Broadbottom,  which 
had  earlier  been  intended  to  provide  a  halt  to  serve  the  overspill  population, 
the  question  of  re-organisation  of  Local  Government  boundaries  was  ever 
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present  during  the  year*  and  a  meeting  took  place  with  the  Boundary 
Commission  in  June  in  London. 


The  overall  picture  is  one  of  continuing  progress,  especially  in  the 
matter  of  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district,  both  in  existing  houses 
and  new  development,  both  by  the  Council  and  private  enterprise.  There 
still  remains  considerable  work  to  be  done,  but  satisfaction  must  be 
j-ecordod  at  the  improvements  already  achieved  which  have  been  a  direct 
result  of  the  Council's  policy  to  meet  the  challenge  of  the  extensive  re¬ 
sewerage  and  improvement  of  housing  conditions.  The  basis  of  the  Council's 
financial  contribution  towards  this  was  fully  dealt  with  in  the  reports 
tor  i 961  and  1962  and  the  figures  contained  in  this  year's  report  are  ample 
justification  for  this. 

Amidst  the  uncertainties  of  railway  services  and  district  boundaries, 
the  future  tasks  will  be  the  integration  of  the  Overspill  into  the  district 
and  community ,  and  more  attention  to  public  health  matters  which  have  had  to 
take  second  place  to  the  sewerage  scheme  and  resultant  work. 

Again,  I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  support 
gav®n  th°  CounGil ’  and  ^  thanks  to  Clerk,  Surveyor  and  Medical  Officer 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


the  year  the  CoimGil  initiated  forceful  actions  towards 

«  abolition  of  pail-closets  on  the  existing  sewer  lines  and  with  the 
provision. of  the. sewerage  scheme  to  the  rest  of  the  built-up  portions  of 
e  district,  this  policy  was  able  to  be  extended.  The  table  below  shows 
.  G  Pro|resJ  nade  during  this  period.  Whilst  a  great  deal  of  work  has  been 
involved,  it  is  also  fair  to  say  that  though  opposition  to  improvements  has 
been  encountered  in, a  few  instances,  there  has  also  been  some  very  pleasing 

AwVU  ““eA^piers  and  owners  o:  rented  properties,  whf 
,  ,,  °  willing  to  take  advantage  of  the  grant  schemes  to  provide  full 

bathroom  amenities  to  their  houses.  That  these  provisions' are  in  the  owner's 
interests  is  undeniable,  but  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  acknowledge  the 

fh  6  Wh°  haVe  takSn  thiS  p0int  of  viow>  and  wish  that°more 
towntlo'  l1  nthG  Same  Course-  The  Homing  Act,  1964,  contains  provisions 
the  fiaur°s*PfnS0+h  P^ovasao^  op  bathroom  amenities  in  certain  circumstances? 

f  1  ,the  dlstrict  show  satisfying  progress  in  this  respect  ' 
voluntarily,  and  a  continuance  of  this  trend  rather  than  having  recourse  to 
compulsory  measures  is  to  be  desired. 


INCREASE  OR  %  of  TOTAL 

DECREASE  DWELLINGS  AS  AT; 


SEPARATE  DWELLINGS 

DWELLINGS  SERVED  BYs 

a)  Chemical  &  Pail  Closets 

b)  Water  Carriage  Closets 

a)  Council  Sewerage  System 

b)  Septic  Tanks 

c)  Other  means 

a)  Mains  Water  Supply 

b)  Private  Water  Supply 
Dwellings  with  baths 


31.12.88 

1821 

31.12.63 

1908 

1958-1963 

+87 

31.12.88 

31.12.63 

681 

229 

-452 

37.4 

12.0. 

1 ,140 

1,679 

+539 

62.6 

88.0, 

944 

1,627 

+683 

51.8 

85.3 

304 

132 

-172 

I6.7 

6.9 

573 

149 

-431 

31.5 

7.8 

1 ,6  78 

1,796 

+118 

92.1 

94.1 

143 

112 

-  31 

7.9 

5.9 

707 

1,117 

+410 

38.8 

58.5 

During  the  year  1963,  sone  205  dwellings  were  converted  f rm  pail-closet 
accommodation  to  water-carria^P  while,  pail  closet 

sewer  T, ^  8 3s  whlle  378  Properties  were  connected  to  the 

lded  ln  ^hese  figures  were  56  cases  where  bathroom  accommodation 
was  provided  under  Standard  Grant  facilities,  while  a  further  ?2  SW°rd 
Grants  were  completed  at  properties  not  n-pfw-vi  w  +1  standard. 

Of  thiq  +ot«n  rS  aa  00  ■pxuPe^xloS  not  attected  by  the  sewer  extensions. 

total  of  885  20  were  of  rented  houses,  and  68  owner/occupiership. 

only  pr°visjg  of  "ater-carriage  to  Broadbotton  School  (the 

new  school  build w  Rt  I  w  Pls)  *aS  dolayed  due  to  consideration  of 

mg,  though  this  Council  made  requests  for  early  provision. 
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Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  some  38  premises  under 
Sections  39?  42  Public  Health  Act.  Informal  notices  of  a  similar  nature 
were  served  on  some  15  premises.  Work  was  authorised  in  default  involving 
13  houses. 

NOTICES ' 

( excluding  those  listed  above) 

No.  of  informal  or  Verbal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  properties  at  which  defects  remedied  or 

nuisances  abated  following  informal  action  ...  ...  173 

.  *No.  of  properties  at  which  defects  remedied  or 
nuisances  abated  following  statutory  action  ...  ...  6 

*  In  respect  of  four  of  the  above,  action  was  in  hand  for  legal 
proceedings  to  be  taken  for  non-compliance  with  Notices  served  under  Section  93 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

HOUSING 


During  the  year,  a  further  28  dwellings  (2  and  3  bedroomed  houses) 
were  completed  for  the  Council,  on  the  Church  Road,  Hollingworth ,  site, 
which  were  used  largely  for  re-housing  from  properties  on  the  Council's 
demolition  programme. 


Other  proposed  local  authority  housing  under  consideration  during  the 
year  was  as  followss- 


Moss  Lane,  Broadbottom  Negotiations  for  land  for  proposed  old  people's 

dwellings  and  two  bedroom  accommodation 
(13  units  of  each) 


Mottram  Moor,  Mottram  Negotiations  for  land  and  with  County  Council, 

for  17  single  and  5  double  old  people's  flat 
accommodation  and  Warden's  House,  with 
further  9  Old  People's  flats  (G.P.)  and  6  two 
bedroom  flats  (1st  floor)  and  3  two  bedroom 
maisonettes  (1st  and  2nd  floors). 


Market  Street,  Hollingworth  The  Cheshire  County  Council  proposed  to  build 

a  now  clinic  centre  on  a  site  here  and  this 
Council  had  under  consideration  the  building 
of  6  old  people's  bungalows  on  land  surplus  to 
the  clinic  requirements. 


Gorsey  Brown,  Broadbottom  The- Council  investigated  the  possibility  of  a 

site  and  authorised  negotiations  for  purchase. 


The  Cheshire  County  Council  also  investigatod  as  to  a  site,  for  a 
proposed  11  Bedded  Old  People's  Home  in  Hollingworth. 

23  dwellings  were  completed  by  private  builders  during  the  year,  while 
the  new  sewerage  scheme  opened  up  proposals  for  further  private  development 
in  the  Spout  Green  and  Old  Road  districts  of  Mottram. 


8  Houses  were  completed  for  Manchester  Corporation  on  the  Hattersley 
Overspill  area  lying  within  the  Longdendale  boundary,  though  as  previously 
stated  the  main  overspill  development  within  this  district  was  confined  to 
the  commencement  of  roads  and  sower  works. 


Action  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Act  in  respect  of'  Unfit 
Dwellings  was  as  follows s- 
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HOLLINGW ORTH  ACTION  PROPERTIES  FOR  WHICH 

PROPOSALS  TO  MAKE  FIT 
ACCEPTED 


55,57/59,61 ,67,69  Denolition  Orders  No. 55 

Wedneshough  Green 


2  Water  Lane 


Denolition  Order 


14,16,18,20, 
Ilarkot  Street  and 
7  Atherton  Square 


Re-housing  in  anticipation 
of  aqcuisition  by  Cheshire 
County  Council  Education 
Department, 


MOTTRAM 

49,51,53,55,57,59,  Donolition  Orders  Nos.  53,55,57,59. 

The  Mudd 


26  Church  Brow,  Uottran  "  " 

3  -  5  Cooper's  Court  "  " 

19,21,23  Stockport  Road  "  " 

3,5.  Stalybridge  Road  Closing  Orders  changed 

to  Denolition  Orders. 

1 ,3,5,7  Shaw  Street  )  . 

27,29  31  Mottran  Moor)  Negotiations  for  purchase. 

3R0ADB0TTOM 

81  Lower  Market  Street  Closing  Order. 

Orders  previously  made  were  rescinded  in  respect  of  the  following 
properties  upon  conpletion  of  works  to  nake  fit. 


9  Wedneshough,  Hollingworth. 

43  The  Mudd,  Mottran. 

Donolition  was  completed  as  follows  in  respect  of  action  previously 
takens- 

Spring  Street  Hollingworth.  Clearance  Area  ( 1 — 1 5 j  23-27) 

2  Water  Lane,  Hollingworth 
1,3,5,7,9  Broadbottom  Road,  Mottran. 

23  to  33  Church  Brow.  Mottran. 

Estimates  were  prepared  by  the  Council's  Architect  for  the  conversion 
of  the  twenty  back— to— back  houses  in  Moorfield  Terrace,  Hollingworth  and 
authority  for  grant  application  given.  Negotiations  for  compulsory  purchase 
of  the  only  dwelling  not  acquired  were  also  in  hand. 

Nos.  109,111  Market  Street  and  9  Friendship  Square,  Hollingworth  were 
purchased  with  the  long-term  policy  of  converting  the  two  back-to-back  houses 
(j.Okd,  109  and  9)  into  a  through  dwelling.  Similar  policy  prompted  the  Council 
to  give  authority  to  negotiations  towards  the  purchase  of  6  Junction  Street 
and  9  Woolley  Lane,  Hollingworth, 

No  applications  were  received  for  Disrepair  Certificates.  Last  year's 
comments  as  to  reluctance  of  tenants  to  use  those  provisions  apply. 


The  Council  continued  to  make  advances  under  the  Housing  Act  both  for 
tl~iG  acquisition  of  properties  (mainly  in  respect  of  older  properties)  and 
also  lor  effecting  of  improvements  by  Standard  Grants,  subject  to  circumstances 
being  acceptable.  19  advances  wore  made  for  purchase  and  14  for 
improvement  works  during  the  year. 

_ There  arc  no  houses  in  multiple  occupation,  nor  common  lodging  houses, 
within  the  district. 

Only  one  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  found  during  the  year. 
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RIVER  POLLUTION 


I  have  each  year  in  this  report  referred  to  pollution  of  the  River 
Etherow  with  particular  reference  to  the  had  conditions  appertaining  in 
the  section  passing  through  the  Area  of  Broadbotton.  The  Sewage  Works 
improve:  ents  effected  by  Glossop  Borough  and  this  district,  have  had 
beneficial  effects,  and  in  order  to  ascertain  what  further  improvement 
could  be  expected  in  industrial  discharge  under  the  provisions  of  River 
(Prevention  of  Pollution)  Regulations,  1963?  a  meeting  of  the  Council 
with  representatives  of  the  Mersey  River  Board  took  place  on  22nd  August, 
1-963*  Improvement  in  the  river  condition  was  anticipated  and  one  can 
only  hope  that  the  cumulative  effect  of  local  authority  and  industrial 
treatment  improvements  will  result  in  a  cleaner  state  of  the  river. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 


The  district  is  not  designated  as  a  "Black"  Area  and  no  action  was 
taken  during  the  year  towards  Smoke  Control  Areas,  though  in  next  year’s 
report,  I  .hope  to  refer  to  investigations  as  to  provisions  for  the  Over¬ 
spill  Area  in  respect  of  which  the  Council  had  intended  to  make  an  Order. 

There  were  still  occasions  during  the  year  when  attention  of  industrial 
firms  had  to  be  drawn  to  excessive  smoke  emission,  though  as  previously 
stated,  co-operation  was  readily  given.  ■  • 

On  the  question  of  smoke  control  generally,  the  co-operation  which 
might  be  given  voluntarily  by  householders  by  burning  smokeless  fuels  is 
worthy  of  consideration,  where  their  appliances  are  capable  of  this. 

During  periods  of  "smog"  this  appeal  is  always  madej  the  use  of  smokeless 
fuels  at  all  tines  is  a  worth-while  contribution  to  clean "air. 

Arising  from  the  necessity  for  solid  fuel  appliances  to  be  capable  of 
burning  hard  coke  (Sunbrite)  because  of  the  shortage  of  gas  coke  .attention 
of  buiLders  and  house  purchasers  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  new  legislation 
will  exclude  future  conversion  grants  (in  the  event  of  properties  being 
included  in  Smoke  Control  Areas)  in  cases  where  conversions  or  houses 
erected  after  August,  1 964  did  not  provid'e “for  the  installation  of  fittings 
capable  of  burning  hard  coke  (i.e.  openable  room  heaters,  under-floor  fires 
or  enclosed  boilers). 

WATER  SUPPLY 


The  position  as  to  water  supply  in  the  district  has  been  fully  dealt 
with  in  the  reports  for  1 96 1  and  1962.  Though  sample  results  are  not  to 
hand  from  the  undertakers,  (Manchester  Corporation  Waterworks),  previous 
year’s  results  and  experience  has  shown  the  supply  to  be  of  satisfactory 
quality  chemically  and  bacteriologically.  There  is  no  fluoride  treatment 
of  the  water. 

The  Hollingworth  supply  is  derived  from  Hungry  Hole  Spring  with  ad¬ 
mixture  from  Arnfield  Brook  when  the  spring  is  running  low.  The  water  is 
treated  with  soda  ash  to  correct  acidity  (low  p.h.)  and  low  alkalinity  of 
the  raw  water  and  sterilised  by  addition  of  chloros  prior  to  distribution. 
During  1 963 ,  the  Hot tram  and  Broadbottom  districts  were  supplied  from  the 
new  Harrop  Edge  service  reservoir  fed  from  the  treatment  plant  at  Godley. 

Also  during  the  year,  cleaning  and  re-lining  of  the  main  in  Ecttran 
Moor,  was  carried  out  by  specialist  firm  on  behalf  of  the  undertakers. 

In  addition  to  the  regular'  sampling  by  the  undertakers  at  distribution 
points,  12  samples  were  submitted  by  the  Local  Authority  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  in  none  of  these  samples  was  a  bacterial  count  reported. 

The  number  of  houses  on  mains  supply  is  1,796  (estimated  population 

4,490) 

The  number  of  houses  on  private  supply  is  112  (estimated  population 

280) 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor , 
collection  being  by  side-loading  S.  &  D.  Freighter,  with  a  weekly 
collection  in  most  of  the  district. 

Despite  severe  weather  conditions  during  the  winter  months,  the 
service  was  well  maintained,  and  credit  is  due  to  the  workmen  who  had  to 
put  in  long  hours  under  bad  conditions. 

Refuse  continues. to  be  disposed  of  by  tipping  on  the  site  off 
Broadbottom  Road,  Lot tram.  Control  was  unsatisfactory  due  to  labour 

difficulties  and  complaints  were  received.  With  the  overspill  develop¬ 
ment,  a  new  location  will  be  required  for  tipping,  and  some  improvement  in 
control  hoped  for. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  continued  to  provide  a  free  service  to  domestic  premises, 
and  householders  are  usually  quick  to  notify  any  infestation. 

20^  premises  were  specifically  inspected  in  connection  with  rodent 
control,  79  infestations  were  dealt  with. 


The  whole  of  the. sewerage  system  was  treated  during  the  year  with 
luoi  oacotanid©*  j^.s  in  the  last  few  years9  takes  were  not  numerous^  but 
the  treatment  was  nevertheless  considered  to  be  eminently  successful. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  IQbU 


Premises 

Type 


1.  Chip  Potatoes,  Fried  Fish 

2.  Butchers 

3.  Manufacturing  Bakery, Grocery 

Sweets 

4.  Grocery , Sweets , Greengrocery 

5.  Grocery,  Sweets 

6.  Sweets 

7 •  Greengrocery 

8.  Greengrocery,  Fish 

9*  Retail  Bakery,  Grocery,  Sweets 

10.  Public  Houses 

1 1 .  Clubs  selling  drinks 

12.  Factory  and  School  Canteens 
13«  Cafes 


Analysis  at  the  year  end 


No. 

Registration  (if  any) 

Sect. 16  Food 
&  Drugs  Act, 

1955 

Ice  Cream 

Preserved  Food 

- - - , — - - 

4 

— 

___ 

8 

- 

6 

4 

2 

4 

12 

5 

— 

7 

3 

— 

5 

3 

2 

— 

_ 

3 

— 

_ 

3 

2 

2 

15 

— 

_ , 

4 

_ 

8 

_ 

6 

i 

i 

There  is  no  manufacture  of  ice  cream  within  the  district 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  5  were  classified 
3  Grade  II. 


.  Of  8  samples 
Grade  I  and 


nf  +1hp  0VGl‘Gnxs  Piave  t>een  effected  at  food  premises  during  the  year,  some 
of  this  resulting  from  the  sewerage  scheme,  and  including  improvement  in 
sanitary  accommodation  at  licensed  premises.  To  this  end , liaison  with  the 
Licensing  Justice's  was  instituted  where  necessary. 


MILK  SUPPLY 


The  issue  of  licences  and  supervision  of  conditions  relating  to  same 
in  respect  of  designated  milks  is  under  the  control  of  the  Cheshire  County 
ouncil,  except  for  Producer/Retailers  which  are  under  Ifcho  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  All  milk  retailed  in  the  district 

is  either  heat  treated  or  raw  tuberculin  tested,  all  herds  of  dairy  cattle 
now  being  attested.  J  ° 
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As  previously  reported;,  the  sampling  of  milk  from  retailers  in  the 
district  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  results  of  these  being  forwarded  for  information  to  the  district 
concerned.  A  sumary  of  results  for  the  year  in  respect  of  the 
Longdendale  U.D.C.  is  given  belows- 


Satisfied  Test 

Failed 

Sterilised  Milk 

17 

Nil 

Pasteurised  Milk  6 

Tuberculin-  Tested  Pasteurised 

Nil 

Milk 

20 

Nil 

Raw  (farm  or  dairy  bottled 

milk)  84 

4 

notes  The  foregoing  tests  referred  to  are  those  prescribed  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  Regulations,  i960 s  being  intended  as  an  indication  of 
cleanliness  of  production  and'  handling,  and/or  effectiveness  of  heat  treat¬ 
ment,  and  do  not  relate  to  the  quality  of  the  milk  in  terms  of  fat  and  non¬ 
fat  content. 


In  addition,  results  were  notified  as  follows  on  tests  for  tubercle  and 
brucella  infection,  in  raw  milk  as  retailed  by  producer/retailers. 

Tubercle 

Positive  Negative 

Guinea  Pig  Inoculation  Nil  23 

Brucellosis 
Positive  Negative 

Ring  and  Culture-  Tests'  2  53  (of  which  7 

showed  +  ve 
on  Ring  Test 
only) . 

Action  on  the  lines  described  in  last  year T s 'report  was  taken  in 
respect  of  the  two  positive  results  on  brucellosis  tests,  viz?  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  farmers,  the  County  Medical  -  Officer's  Staff  took 
individual  cow  samples  -from  the  farms  concerned.  Though  in  neither  of  these 
cases  did  the  individual  cow  supplies  show  +  ve,  results-  on  culture  tests, 
one  herd  showed  3  and  the  other  one  positive  on  ring  tests,  and  milk  from 
these  animals  was  therefore  excluded  from  raw  milk  deliveries.  Repeat 
sampling  on  delivery  proved  negative. 

There  is  a  growing  body  of  opinion  that  until  an  eradication  scheme  for 
inf ected . animals  is  initiated  nationally,  the  control  of  brucellosis  infection 
in  raw  milk" will. be  unsatisfactory* 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

»  ^  j 

There1  are  no'-  slaughterhouses  within  the  district. 

1  .  .  ■ 

SONNE  DYSENTERY  ~  " 

Early  in  December  a' number  of  cases,  of  diarrhoea  and  sickness  occurred 
in  the  district.  Investigations  were  carried  out  involving  25  families,  but 
of  the  results  on  some  70  specimens,  only  7  were  reported  as  positive  Sonne 
Dysentery  and  only  three  families  were  concerned  in  these  7  results.  Extra 
supervision  and  care  was  given  at  the  schools  in  the  district  as  to  personal 
hygiene,  and  food  handlers  in  families  were  specially  checked  to  ensure  that 
no  risk  was  present. 
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APPENDIX 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

in  respect  of  the  year  1 963  for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  LOHGDENDALE  in  the  County  of 

Cheshire. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 
_ _  Act,  1961 _ 

Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 .  INSPECTIONS 


Premises  Number 

on 

Register 

(1)  (2) 

Number  of 
Written 

Inspections  Notices  • 

(3)  (4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 >2,3*4  and  6  are  to  be  en-  - 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  , 
enforced  by  the  Local  16 
Authority 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) . 

7 

— 

- 

Total  19 

1 6 

_ 

. 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

Particulars 


(1) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 


Fcundj  Reme¬ 
died 


(2) 


(3) 


Refd. 

to 

H.M. 

Insp. 

(4) 


by 

H.M. 

Inspr. 

(5) 


No.  of  cases 
in  which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted 


(6) 


Want  of  Cloanliness( S. 1 ) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 


Ineffective  drainage  of  floors(S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 


Total 


-12- 


# 


APPENDIX  -  (2) 
Factories  Act,  1961 

Part  viii  of  the 
Act 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature  of 

Section  110 

Section  1 1 1 

work 

No.  of  out- 

No.  of 

•N  0 .  of 

No ,  of 

Notices 

Prosecu— 

workers  in 
August  list 

cases  of 
default  in 

prosecu¬ 
tions  for 

instan¬ 
ces  of 

served 

tions. 

required  hy 

sending 

failure  to 

work  in 

Section  110 

lists  to 

supply 

unwhole- 

(0(c) 

the  Council 

lists . 

some 

premises 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wear  ing  )Making 
apparel) etc. , 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

-  i 

1 

)  Cleaning 

)  and 
)  Washing 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— . J 

all  other  forms 
of  outwork 

- 

1 

- - 

_ 

i 

| 

* 

- 

1 
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